THE TOWN OF DEERPARK, ORANGE COUNTY , NEW YORK

LOCAL LAW NO. 1 OF 2026

A LOCAL LAW TO PROVIDE
A REAL PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION
FOR MEMBERS OF
VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANIES AND
VOLUNTARY AMBULANCE SERVICES RESIDING IN
THE TOWN OF DEERPARK, ORANGE COUNTY, NEW YORK
PURSUANT TO NEW YORK STATE
REAL PROPERTY TAX LAW SECTION 466-a

Legislation.

The existing Local Law #7 of 2005 of the Town of Deerpark shall be amended and the following
language added to expand the benefits provided therein:

LOCAL LAW #1-2026

Legislative Findings and Intent.

A Local Law providing qualified volunteer firefighters, volunteer ambulance
workers, and their qualifying spouses with a real property tax exemption of up to
Ten Percent (10%) but not exceeding Three Thousand 00/100 Dollars ($3,000.00)
of the assessed value of their qualifying property on their general municipal Taxes
and Special Ad Valorem levies imposed by the Town of Deerpark. The Town of
Deerpark previously provided such an exemption to volunteer firefighter and
volunteer ambulance workers and their qualifying spouses who provided such
services in the Town of Deerpark via Local Law #7 of 2005 in compliance with
Section 466-a of the Real Property Tax Law of the State of New York that
required a municipality that already provided for this exemption to adopt a Local
Law, ordinance or resolution to conform to the new provisions of New York State
Real Property Tax Law Section 466-a, as enacted on December 9, 2022.

The Town Board of the Town of Deerpark has further determined, pursuant to the
authority granted by a subsequent amendment to New York State Real Property
Law, codified as New York State Real Property Tax Law Section 466-1, that it is
in the best interest to extend the aforementioned real property tax exemption to
volunteer firefighters and volunteer ambulance workers who provide such



volunteer services to any city, village, town, county, or school district, adjoining
the Town of Deerpark, provided such volunteer resides in the Town of Deerpark.
The Town Board has also determined to provide this Real Property Tax
Exemption to Qualified Spouses of such volunteers as well, provided they too
reside in the Town of Deerpark. The Town Board of the Town of Deerpark has
determined it is in the best interest of the Town of Deerpark to enact such a Local
Law, in order to continue and/or expand the availability of this tax exemption to
such eligible individuals.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE TOWN OF DEERPARK, COUNTY OF ORANGE, STATE OF
NEW YORK as follows:

DEFINITIONS:

As used in this Local law, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:

AUTHORITY HAVING JURISDICTION
For purposes of this Local Law, the above term shall mean:

In the case of a volunteer fire district or volunteer fire company,
the Board of Fire Commissioners of same; or

In the case of an incorporated volunteer ambulance service, the
Board of Directors of same.

QUALIFIED MEMBER

An individual who has been an enrolled member of an incorporated volunteer fire
company, fire department or incorporated volunteer ambulance service for a
minimum of Two (2) Years prior to submission of an application for a tax
exemption, and who has obtained and provided to the Town, an original
certificate from such organization certifying as to such membership.

QUALIFIED SPOUSE

For purposes of this Local Law, a Qualified Spouse is an un-remarried spouse of a
deceased Qualified Member, as that term is defined hereinabove, who had



accrued a minimum of Twenty (20) Years active service, or who was killed in the
line of duty, regardless of the number of years of active service.

TAX EXEMPTION

Ten Percent (10%) but not exceeding Three Thousand 00/100 Dollars ($3,000.00)
of the assessed value of the qualifying Member’s Real Property, which must be
owned by and resided in by the Qualifying Member, per the definition of the term
“Residence” found in the New York State Real Property Tax Law. Only One (1)
such property may qualify for such tax exemption.

Ten Percent (10%) but not exceeding Three Thousand 00/100 Dollars ($3,000.00)
of the assessed value of the Qualified Spouse’s Real Property, which must be
owned by and resided in by the Qualified Spouse, per the definition of the term
“Residence” found in the New York State Real Property Tax Law. Only One (1)
such property may qualify for such tax exemption.

TOWN

The Town of Deerpark, County of Orange, State of New York.

EXEMPTIONS:

A. A Tax Exemption shall be made available to the following individuals:

1. Qualified Members, as defined in this Local Law;

2. Qualified Spouses, as defined in this Local Law;

3. Volunteer Firefighters and Volunteer Ambulance Workers who reside in the Town of
Deerpark and provide such volunteer services to a city, village, town, county, or
school district, adjoining Deerpark, provided they would otherwise be recognized as a
Qualified Member, as that term is defined in this Local Law; and

4. Spouses of Volunteer Firefighters and Volunteer Ambulance Workers, as defined
above, provided they too reside in the Town of Deerpark and would otherwise be
recognized as a Qualified Spouse, as that term is defined in this Local Law.

B. To receive a Tax Exemption pursuant to this Local Law, a qualifying individual must do
the following:

1. Obtain and provide to the Town Assessor, an Original Certificate from the Authority
having jurisdiction for the incorporated volunteer fire company, fire department, or



volunteer ambulance service, demonstrating for the individual seeking such Tax
Exemption, the status of the applicable member; and

2. File an applicable form, provided by the State Board, along with the above-mentioned
Original Certificate, with the Town Assessor for the Town of Deerpark on or before
the taxable status date.

LIFETIME TAX EXEMPTION:

The aforesaid Tax Exemption provides a tax reduction to a person who has been
an enrolled member of an incorporated volunteer fire company, fire department or
incorporated voluntary ambulance service with active service for Twenty (20)
Years prior to submitting an application for such tax exemption and who has
obtained a certificate from such organization certifying to such membership and
such active service which tax exemption shall be provided to such member for the
remainder of such member’s life as long as such member’s primary residence is
located within the Town of Deerpark, County of Orange, State of New York.

NO DIMINUTION OF BENEFITS:

No applicant who is a Volunteer Firefighter or Volunteer Ambulance Worker
who, by reason of such status is receiving any benefit under the provisions of
Article 4 of the New York State Real Property Tax Law on the effective date of
this Local Law shall suffer any diminution of such benefit because of the
provisions of this Local Law.

SEVERABILITY.

If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, or part of this Local Law or the application
thereof to any person, firm, corporation, or circumstance, shall be adjudged invalid or
unconstitutional by an Court of competent jurisdiction, such Order or Judgment shall not affect,
impair, or invalidate the remainer thereof, but shall be confined in its operation to the clause,
sentence, paragraph, subdivision, or part of this Local Law, or in its application to the person,



individual, firm, corporation or circumstance, directly involved in the controversy in which such
Judgment or Order has been rendered.

CONFLICT WITH OTHER LAWS.

Where this Local Law differs or conflicts with other Laws, Rules and Regulations, unless the
right to do so is preempted or prohibited by the County, State or Federal Government, the more
restrictive or protective of the Town of Deerpark and such other Laws, Rules and Regulations
shall apply.

AUTHORITY.

This Local Law is enacted pursuant to the Municipal Home Rule Law. This Local Law shall
supersede the provisions of Town Law or the New York State Real Property Tax Law, as
applicable, to the extent it is inconsistent with the same, and to the extent permitted by the New
York State Constitution, the Municipal Home Rule Law, or any other applicable statutes.

EFFECTIVE DATE:

This Local Law shall be effective immediately upon filing with the New York Secretary of State.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE TO THE EXTENT THAT THIS LOCAL LAW MAY CONFLICT
WITH APPLICABLE PORTIONS OF THE TOWN LAW OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK,
IT IS THE STATED INTENTION OF THE TOWN TO EXERCISE ITS AUTHORITY TO
SUPERSEDE AND AMEND, AS GRANTED UNDER THE MUNICIPAL HOME RULE
LAW OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, SECTION 10. THE TOWN HEREBY PROVIDES
NOTICE THAT IT IS EXERCISING ITS AUTHORITY TO SUPERSEDE AND AMEND
PURSUANT TO MUNICIPAL HOME RULE LAW OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
SECTION 22.



